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Gujju Trip

BY MADHUMATI HOLIDAYS - AHMEDABAD

Rameshwaram, Madurai & Srirangam

One of the twelve Jyotirlingas, the temple town of Meenakshi, and the largest functioning
temple complex in India — Tamil Nadu's great pilgrimage circuit.

BEST MONTHS FROM IDEAL VEG & JAIN GOOD FOR
AHMEDABAD DURATION FOOD
October to Pilgrimage
February; avoid Fly Ahmedabad 5-7 nights Easy — Tamil families, senior
April-June heat - Madurai or pure-veg parents, tarpan
and the Oct-Dec Trichy, one stop, (Saravana and ritual
north-east about 4-5 h Bhavan-style) groups,
monsoon on the total; Chennai is everywhere; Jyotirlinga

coast

a third option

Guijarati thali

circuit travellers

with a longer available in

road transfer Madurai and
Rameshwaram
for pilgrim
groups; Jain
meals need
advance notice

This is a temple trail, not a sightseeing trip, and we plan it that way: early darshans, sensible drive
times, and enough slack for the theertham snan and abhishekam queues that can't be rushed.
Rameshwaram's Ramanathaswamy Jyotirlinga, Madurai's Meenakshi Amman, and Srirangam's Sri
Ranganathaswamy near Trichy are three of the most important Shiva and Vishnu temples in the
country, and Thanjavur's Brihadeeswarar is a short detour from Trichy.

For Gujarati families this circuit is heavier on ritual and walking than Kerala, and the climate is
hotter and drier. Elderly parents doing pitru tarpan at Rameshwaram, or a family combining it with
a first darshan at Meenakshi, are our most common groups. We keep hotel changes to a minimum,
build in rest time around the two long darshan days, and arrange Gujarati or pure-veg meals
wherever the group needs them.
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What to see

Ramanathaswamy Temple, Rameshwaram

One of the twelve Jyotirlingas and among the Char
Dham; the 22 theertham (holy well) snan is done with a
paid ticket and a temple-appointed helper who draws
water and pours it over you — carry a full change of
clothes.

Dhanushkodi and Pamban Bridge

The ghost town at the tip of the peninsula where the Bay
of Bengal meets the Indian Ocean, reached by the old
Pamban rail-and-road bridge — jeep transfer required
for the last stretch of beach sand.

Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple, Srirangam

The largest functioning Hindu temple complex in the
world, spread across 7 concentric prakaras (walled
enclosures) on anisland in the Kaveri; extremely
crowded during Vaikunta Ekadasi (December).

Jambukeswarar Temple, Thiruvanaikaval

One of the Pancha Bhoota Sthalams (the water
element), a short drive from Srirangam — the sanctum
lingam sits in water that seeps up from underground.

Agni Theertham

The sea bath at the shore behind the temple,
traditionally done before entering for darshan; most
pilgrims do this at sunrise before the 22-well round.

Meenakshi Amman Temple, Madurai

The Dravidian temple of Goddess Meenakshi and
Sundareswarar, with its towering painted gopurams;
the night ceremony where the deity is 'moved' to
Sundareswarar's shrine happens around 9:30 pm and is
worth staying up for.

Rockfort and Uchi Pillayar, Trichy

A Ganesha shrine cut into a rock outcrop above the city,
reached by 400-plus rock-cut steps with views over the
Kaveri and Srirangam from the top.

Brihadeeswarar Temple, Thanjavur

The 11th-century Chola-built UNESCO World Heritage
temple with a 216-foot vimana, its shadow famously
never falling on the ground at noon — usually a day trip
from Trichy.

Getting there from Ahmedabad

Fly: Ahmedabad—Madurai is one-stop (usually via Chennai or Bengaluru), about 4-5 hours total, and is the
best airport for this circuit since Meenakshi and Rameshwaram are both close. Ahmedabad-Trichy is also
one-stop and suits a Trichy-in/Trichy-out or Trichy-out routing. Chennai has more direct Ahmedabad flights

but adds a 5—-6 hour road transfer to Madurai.

Train: Ahmedabad to Rameshwaram or Madurai runs about 38-42 hours with a change, typically via
Chennai. Only worth it for groups who prefer rail and have the time; most of our families fly.

Within Tamil Nadu: a private car with driver covers Madurai—-Rameshwaram (170 km, about 4 hours) and
Rameshwaram-Trichy (170 km, about 4 hours) comfortably in a day each. Roads are good National Highway

standard, better than Kerala's hill roads.

Getting around. A private AC car with driver covers the whole circuit — this is not a walkable-between-
towns trip. Inside each temple town, walking is the only way to see the complex itself; carry a folding stick
or arrange a wheelchair at the counter for anyone who cannot manage long stone corridors. Cycle-
rickshaws work for short hops around Madurai's temple streets but are not used for the main sightseeing

runs.
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When to go

SEASON MONTHS WHAT TO EXPECT

Best October — February ~ Warm and mostly dry, 24-32°C, with cooler mornings in
December—January. The most comfortable window for temple
walking and the theertham snan.

Hot April — June Very hot and humid, 35-40°C, especially at Rameshwaram and
Madurai. Stone temple floors get scorching by mid-morning;
darshan is best done at first light.

North-east monsoon October — December Rameshwaram and the coastal stretch get rain from the retreating
monsoon; short, heavy showers rather than all-day rain, but
Dhanushkodi trips can be affected by rough sea.

South-west monsoon June — September Light rainfall inland at Madurai and Trichy compared to Kerala; hot
and muggy rather than wet. Not the best season but manageable
for a focused pilgrimage trip.

Permits, rules and packing

No permits required. All four main temples enforce a dress code: dhoti or formal trousers for men (no
shorts, no bare chest inside the sanctum areas at Rameshwaram and Srirangam), and saree or salwar for
women — Western wear and short skirts are turned away at the gate. Cameras and phones are not allowed
inside the sanctum sanctorum at any of these temples; leave them at the counter or in the car. The 22
theertham snan at Rameshwaram needs a separate paid ticket bought at the temple counter, and you bathe
in wet clothes as each well is drawn, so plan for a full change afterward. At Srirangam, the innermost
sanctum (Ranga Vilasam) restricts entry to Hindus; the outer prakaras, Thousand Pillar Hall and most of the
complex are open to all visitors.

What to pack

— Cotton dhoti or a plain saree/salwar kept aside just for temple visits

— Afull spare set of clothes and atowel for the 22 theertham snan at Rameshwaram

— Sunhat and sunscreen — long walks on hot open stone in Rameshwaram and Madurai

— Comfortable slip-on footwear, since shoes come off at every temple gate

— Refillable water bottle; heat and walking add up over a temple day

— Alight shawl for early-morning darshans and the Vivekananda Rock ferry spray

— Basic medicine kit including ORS — the heat and long walking days catch out first-timers

Veg and Jain food

— Madurai and Rameshwaram both have Gujarati-run guesthouses and restaurants used to pilgrim groups
from Gujarat; we book ahead for a proper Gujarati thali on at least one night per stop.
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— Tamil Nadu's own vegetarian food is very good and entirely safe for the trip — try the banana-leaf meal,
pongal, and filter coffee at any of the well-known chains (Saravana Bhavan, Sangeetha).

— Jain meals (no onion, garlic, root vegetables) need to be requested at booking; larger hotels in Madurai
and Trichy can do this reliably, smaller Rameshwaram lodges less so.

— Prasadam at Meenakshi and Srirangam (sweet pongal, panchamritam) is offered as part of darshan; carry
small change for temple counters.

What it costs

Indicative per-person costs on twin sharing for a 5-6 night trip including flights from Ahmedabad, private
car, hotels, breakfast and dinner. Actual quotes depend on dates, hotel category and group size; purohit and
tarpan costs are additional and vary by family.

VALUE COMFORT PREMIUM

22,000 - 28,000 30,000 - 42,000 348,000 - 65,000
3% hotels, standard sedan or 4% hotels, Innova Crysta with 5% hotels where available
Innova, economy flights booked driver, flexible flight timing (Madurai, Trichy), premium car,
6+ weeks ahead business-class option, dedicated

purohit for tarpan

Where the money goes

— Flights: an Ahmedabad—Madurai or Ahmedabad—Trichy return runs 9,000-15,000 booked early, higher
in December and around Vaikunta Ekadasi.

— Car: an Innova with driver runs roughly ¥4,000-5,000 per day including fuel and driver allowance across
the circuit.

— Hotels: 3% %2,500-4,000 per room per night, 4% 35,500-9,000; 5% options exist mainly in Madurai and
Trichy, ¥12,000-20,000.

— Purohit and tarpan samagri at Rameshwaram: typically ¥2,000-6,000 per family depending on the rituals
performed, paid directly and not included in the tour price.

Travelling with parents and children

— Rockfort at Trichy is 400-plus steep, narrow steps with no lift; senior parents who cannot manage it can
wait at the base or arrange a doli (carried chair) locally, which we can pre-book for an additional charge.

— Meenakshi Amman Temple is least crowded at opening (5 am) and again in the early afternoon lull; the
evening and the 9:30 pm night ceremony draw the biggest queues, so budget an hour of standing time if
attending it.

— Temple floors get very hot by mid-morning in Rameshwaram and Madurai — carry socks for elderly
members who find bare stone difficult, though they still have to be removed at the sanctum.

— Wheelchairs are available on request at Meenakshi and at Srirangam's main entrance; ask at the help
counter near the gate, and tell us in advance so we coordinate it.
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— The 22 theertham snan is physically repetitive — 22 buckets of water in succession —and not ideal for
anyone with breathing or cardiac issues; they can do a shorter round of the main wells instead.

— Keep children close in the Srirangam and Meenakshi corridors; both complexes are large enough that a
family can get separated, and mobile signal inside the stone corridors is weak.

Questions families ask us

How many days do we need at Rameshwaram for the rituals?

One full day is enough for the Agni Theertham sea bath, temple darshan and the 22 theertham snan if you
arrive the evening before. Families doing pitru tarpan should plan the ritual for the morning of a full day
there, done before the theertham snan, and tell us at booking so we can fix the purohit and ghat timingin
advance.

Can this be combined with a Kerala trip?
Yes. Kanyakumari links the two naturally — Kovalam to Kanyakumari is about 90 km, and from there

Rameshwaram is a further 5—-6 hour drive. Our 7-night Extended itinerary already includes Kanyakumari;
ask us for acombined Kerala—-Tamil Nadu version if you want both regions in one trip.

How do we arrange the pitru tarpan at Rameshwaram?

We coordinate a purohit in advance based on your family's requirement and gotra details. The ritual is
usually done at a designated ghat near the temple in the early morning; purohit dakshina and tarpan samagri
are paid directly to the priest and are not part of the package cost.

Which month is best?

October to February, with December—=January the most comfortable for temple walking. April to June is
very hot, especially on the stone temple floors at Rameshwaram and Madurai. Vaikunta Ekadasi at
Srirangam (December, date varies by the Tamil calendar) draws huge crowds — good for the experience but
book well ahead if you want to attend.

What's the dress code, and will it be arranged for us?

Dhoti for men, saree or salwar for women, at all four main temples — no shorts, sleeveless tops or short
skirts. We tell every group this at booking and can arrange dhotis and covering cloths locally if needed,
though carrying your own is more comfortable.

Is Gujarati food available on this route?

Yes in Madurai and Rameshwaram, where Gujarati-run guesthouses and restaurants cater specifically to
pilgrim groups from Gujarat and Rajasthan. Trichy and Thanjavur have fewer such options, so we lean on
good Tamil vegetarian restaurants and hotel kitchens there, with Jain meals arranged on request.
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RAMESHWARAM, MADURAI & SRIRANGAM - ITINERARY 1 OF 3 - CLASSIC
Classic Temple Trail

The route most families take: fly into Madurai, do Meenakshi darshan, cross to Rameshwaram for
the Jyotirlinga and theertham snan, then finish at Srirangam and Rockfort before flying out of
Trichy.

5 nights / 6 days Route: Madurai - Rameshwaram - Trichy From 26,000 per person, indicative

Day AHMEDABAD -» MADURAI
1 Arrive and settle in

One-stop flight from Ahmedabad lands in Madurai by afternoon. Check into the hotel and rest
after travel. In the evening, walk around the Meenakshi Temple's outer streets and have your
first Tamil thali dinner.

Stay: Madurai - Meals: Dinner

Day MADURAI

2 Meenakshi Amman darshan

Morning darshan at Meenakshi Amman Temple (opens 5 am; the crowd builds after 8 am, so
an early start helps). Afternoon visit to Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace, a 17th-century Indo-

Saracenic hall with a sound-and-light show in the evening. Return to the temple by 9 pm for
the night ceremony, when the deity is carried in procession to Lord Sundareswarar's shrine.

Stay: Madurai - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day MADURAI - RAMESHWARAM
3 To the Jyotirlinga
Drive to Rameshwaram (170 km, about 4 hours) via Ramanathapuram. Afternoon Agni
Theertham sea bath followed by darshan at Ramanathaswamy Temple; the main sanctum
closes 1 pm-3 pm, so plan the visit around that. Evening free to walk the temple corridors,
among the longest in India.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day RAMESHWARAM

4 22 theertham snan and Dhanushkodi

Early morning 22 theertham snan inside the temple (buy the ticket at the counter; wet clothes
only, no separate changing room at each well, so wear something you can bathe in
repeatedly). After a change and breakfast, drive to Dhanushkodi and the Pamban Bridge
viewpoint, with a jeep transfer for the last 5 km of beach track. Visit Kothandaramaswamy
Temple on the way back, associated with Vibhishana's surrender to Lord Rama.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
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Day RAMESHWARAM - TRICHY

Srirangam and Rockfort

Drive to Trichy (170 km, about 4 hours). Afternoon darshan at Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple,
Srirangam — allow at least 2 hours to walk through the outer prakaras, shops and the
thousand-pillar hall before reaching the sanctum. Evening climb (or a slower walk with
breaks) up the 400-plus steps of Rockfort to the Uchi Pillayar shrine for sunset views.

Stay: Trichy - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day TRICHY » AHMEDABAD

6 Jambukeswarar and fly home

Morning visit to Jambukeswarar Temple at Thiruvanaikaval, a short drive from Srirangam.
Head to Trichy airport for the flight home; leave at least 3 hours before departure.

Stay: — - Meals: Breakfast
Included Not included
+ Flight Ahmedabad—Madurai and Trichy—Ahmedabad — Lunches
+ 5nightsininspected 3% /4% hotels — Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace sound-and-light show
+ Private AC vehicle for the whole trip including the ticket
Dhanushkodi jeep transfer — Travel insurance
+ Daily breakfast and veg dinner - GST5%

Theertham snan ticket and temple-helper
arrangement at Rameshwaram

Airport pickup and drop

326,000-32,000 340,000-52,000
Per person, twin sharing Per person, twin sharing

Per person on twin sharing, indicative for 2026, including flights at normal fares. December and Vaikunta Ekadasi period
run 15-20% higher and need earlier booking.
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RAMESHWARAM, MADURAI & SRIRANGAM - ITINERARY 2 OF 3 - EXTENDED
Extended with Kanyakumari

Adds Kanyakumari's sunrise and the Vivekananda Rock, and a proper day at Thanjavur's
Brihadeeswarar Temple, for families with more time who want the fuller Tamil Nadu pilgrimage
circuit.

7 nights / 8 days Route: Madurai — Rameshwaram - Trichy — Thanjavur — Kanyakumari
From ¥34,000 per person, indicative

Day AHMEDABAD - MADURAI
1 Arrive and settle in

One-stop flight lands by afternoon; check in and rest. Evening walk around the Meenakshi
Temple streets and a Tamil thali dinner.

Stay: Madurai - Meals: Dinner

Day MADURAI

2 Meenakshi Amman darshan

Early morning darshan at Meenakshi Amman Temple before the crowds. Afternoon at
Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace. Return for the 9:30 pm night ceremony when the deity is taken in
procession to Sundareswarar's shrine.

Stay: Madurai - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day MADURAI » KANYAKUMARI

3 Land's end

Drive to Kanyakumari (240 km, about 5 hours). Evening at the shore for sunset, and a walk to
the Kumari Amman Temple before it closes.

Stay: Kanyakumari - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day KANYAKUMARI - RAMESHWARAM

4 Sunrise and the Rock Memorial

Early sunrise viewing at the shore (weather permitting; overcast mornings are common).
Ferry across to Vivekananda Rock Memorial and the Thiruvalluvar Statue (ferries run 8 am—-4
pm, subject to sea conditions — carry a light shawl for the boat spray). Drive on to
Rameshwaram (330 km, about 6—7 hours) with alunch stop; a long day, best started by 10 am.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Guijju Trip by Madhumati Holidays - gujjutrip.com - WhatsApp 99093 93030 Page 8 of 12



Day RAMESHWARAM
5 Jyotirlinga and theertham snan

Agni Theertham sea bath and darshan at Ramanathaswamy Temple, then the 22 theertham
shnan inside the temple with a change of clothes. Afternoon trip to Dhanushkodi and the
Pamban Bridge viewpoint by jeep, and Kothandaramaswamy Temple on the return.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day RAMESHWARAM - TRICHY

6 Srirangam and Rockfort

Drive to Trichy (170 km, 4 hours). Afternoon darshan at Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple,
Srirangam, walking the outer prakaras and thousand-pillar hall. Evening at Rockfort for the
climb to Uchi Pillayar and sunset views.

Stay: Trichy - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day TRICHY » THANJAVUR - TRICHY

7 Brihadeeswarar Temple

Day trip to Thanjavur (55 km, about 1% hours each way) for the Brihadeeswarar Temple, the
Chola-era Big Temple with its 216-foot vimana. Visit the Thanjavur Palace and Saraswathi
Mahal Library if time allows, then return to Trichy for the night. Morning stop at
Jambukeswarar Temple, Thiruvanaikaval, can be added before or after if the group prefers.

Stay: Trichy - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day TRICHY » AHMEDABAD

8 Fly home

Leave for Trichy airport at least 3 hours before departure. Direct one-stop connections back
to Ahmedabad are usually via Chennai or Bengaluru.

Stay: — - Meals: Breakfast
Included Not included
+ Flight Ahmedabad—Madurai and Trichy—Ahmedabad — Lunches
+ 7 nightsininspected 3% /4% hotels — Vivekananda Rock Memorial ferry ticket
+ Private AC vehicle for the whole trip including — Thirumalai Nayakkar Palace sound-and-light show
Dhanushkodi and Vivekananda Rock ferry ticket
coordination — Travel insurance
+ Daily breakfast and veg dinner — GST5%
+ Theertham snan ticket and temple-helper
arrangement at Rameshwaram
+ Airport pickup and drop
STANDARD PREMIUM
334,000-41,000 X52,000-68,000
Per person, twin sharing Per person, twin sharing
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Per person on twin sharing, indicative for 2026, including flights at normal fares. The Madurai-Kanyakumari—
Rameshwaram leg has two long drive days; book flexible hotel timings around them.
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RAMESHWARAM, MADURAI & SRIRANGAM - ITINERARY 3 OF 3 : SHORT
Rameshwaram Focus

For families making the trip specifically for pitru tarpan or the 22 theertham snan, with Meenakshi
darshan bookending the trip and no other sightseeing to dilute the ritual days.

3 nights / 4 days Route: Madurai - Rameshwaram - Madurai From ¥18,000 per person, indicative

Day AHMEDABAD -» MADURAI

1 Arrive and Meenakshi darshan

One-stop flight lands by afternoon. Check in, rest, then an evening darshan at Meenakshi
Amman Temple and the 9:30 pm night ceremony if the group is not too tired from travel.

Stay: Madurai - Meals: Dinner

Day MADURAI - RAMESHWARAM

2 Arrive and Agni Theertham

Drive to Rameshwaram (170 km, about 4 hours), arriving by early afternoon. Agni Theertham
sea bath at the shore, followed by darshan at Ramanathaswamy Temple. Brief the priest or
purohit that evening if tarpan rituals are planned for the next morning.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day RAMESHWARAM

3 Tarpan and 22 theertham snan

Early morning pitru tarpan at the designated ghat if the family has arranged it (we coordinate
the purohit in advance), followed by the 22 theertham snan inside the temple — carry a full
change of clothes as each well soaks you in turn. Afternoon free, or ashort trip to
Kothandaramaswamy Temple and the Pamban Bridge viewpoint for those with energy left.

Stay: Rameshwaram - Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day RAMESHWARAM -» MADURAI -» AHMEDABAD

4 Fly home

Drive back to Madurai (170 km, 4 hours) in time for the flight; leave at least 3 hours before
departure. A short stop at a Gujarati-run sweet shop near the airport is a small tradition for
many of our groups.

Stay: — - Meals: Breakfast
Included Not included
+ Return Ahmedabad—Madurai flights — Purohit dakshina and tarpan samagri (paid directly)
+ 3 nights: hotel in Madurai and hotel in Rameshwaram — Lunches

Travel insurance
GST 5%

+ Private AC vehicle for the whole trip

+ Daily breakfast and veg dinner

+ Theertham snan ticket and temple-helper
arrangement
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+ Purohit coordination for pitru tarpan on request

X18,000-22,000 328,000-35,000
Per person, twin sharing Per person, twin sharing

Per person on twin sharing, indicative for 2026. Tarpan-focused groups should tell us at booking so we can fix the
purohit and ghat timing in advance.

Want this booked properly? 99093 93030

Send this PDF to us on WhatsApp with your dates and the number of

travellers. Hotel names and a firm price within 24 hours. WhatsApp - Mon-Sat 10 am =7 pm
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